The Subscribers to the
Boat Races on Lough
Erne,

for the encouragement of
fast Sailing Boats, and

for the improvement of
the Navigation of the Lake

Michael Clarke, Historian, Lough Erne Yacht Club
For the Association of Yachting Historians, April 2010
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History — Lough Erne Sailing 1580
rr

Gaelic Poet — Tim Higgins 1580

-

Maguire’s Lakeside Castle on Enniskillen island =

Forest of boat masts on the castle strand ’

Artificers working on boats, spars and oars { =§_{

Young people sporting afloat {é-—-;

Erne waterway defined Maguire territory % y
Boat Building and Sailing in Gaelic Culture \ \\ '
Grace O’'Malley, Clare Island, Mayo N—
O’Driscoll Clan of West Cork e
Scotland’s Lords of the Isles /‘J

Drake’s Pool, Cork Harbour The Maguire Arms



1700s Yachts Horses Cutters

1710  Rev. Henry’s travel guide to the Erne
Pretty Yachts in Belturbet channel
Lakeside Big House Yachts
Bingham’s Rock — Drowning Tragedy
By water best way to travel Fermanagh

1720  Cork Water Club

1750  Jockey Club Founded, made Racing Rules
Field (Fleet ?) of Horses racing round a Course
Committee Officers Stewarts (and Judges)
Start and finish lines marked by posts
Horses line up. Start gun and flag

1790 Naval & Revenue Cutter Rig — Best for Sailing Sport



Cutter Rig and
Salling as Sport

Fore and Aft. Easy Tacking

Developed for naval use and
Revenue chasing smugglers

The key sport in a racing fleet
Is on the windward beats

Cutters cut to windward best

This woodcut ‘logo’ headed many newspaper items
Cutter rig was top technology and well understood in 1820
Square sail forbidden after tragedy on Lough Gill

Galway Bay Hooker another Irish example of cutter rig



Lough Erne Locality
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Left bottom corner - Lough Gill Boat Races 1820s



Duffy’s Chart and Newspaper

Map of Erne Navigation (published 1821)

Edward Duffy set up alocal newspaper

1817-18 he advertised for Map ‘Subscribers’

Keen sailing writer and publisher

Used ‘sailors language’. Readers Understood
Praised the ‘science’ of fast sailing boat design
Comparable to Dixon Kemp late 1800s

My hero — | write sailing news in today’s paper
Impartial Reporter, Ireland’s oldest sailing journal.



Boat Squadron 1819

Diving-Belle (won 1822 race)

Moira, Braganza and Swallow

from Castle Saunderson
Edward Duffy reported

More than once seen
these boating parties

Improvement of both the
navigation and the boats

Fitting out boats
Sketch of New Map
RN Officers surveying

Also wrote eulogy of Lord
Belmore’s Mediterranean
Voyage in Osprey.
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LADIES CUP 1821

"The Oldest Sailing Trophy in Ireland”

Thank you for your most interesting correspondence on the above
subject.

I am not aware of any sailing trophy that matches the age of "The
Ladies Cup". I certainly would not wish to dispute the matter
with either Michael Clarke and Hal Sisk, the foremost sailing
historians in Ireland.

I wish you goed luck with your claim.

Yours sincerely

e,

Secretary General

Donated 1821 for the encouragement of fast
sailing boats on Lough Gill by ladies of Sligo

Duffy’s newspaper reported these races

TUCD T AMIEC ATIN 1091

Note his similar wording — Subscribers to the Boat Races on Lough Erne, for
the encouragement of Fast Sailing Boats and for the Improvement of the
Navigation of the Lake.



Notice of Race
July 1822

A General Meeting report

Not inaugural meeting of
the Subscribers

A second cup added for
boats not exceeding 24
feet from Stem to Stern

Races this year between
Devenish and Eagle
Island — i.e. all of Lower
Lough Erne

On 15 August and two
days following

Prizes also for Cot races
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AT a general meeting ut' the Subseribers to
the Boat Races on Lough Etne,- for the’ encourage-
ment of Fast Sailing Boats, and for the Improvement of tha
Navigation of the Laké, held at Enniskillen; July 82th 1822,
- CHARLES MADDEN, Esq. High Sheriff, in the Chair.
' The Hon. Colonel Cratautox ﬁro‘pos&& thé I‘ulluﬁ’ng Re-
solutions, which were adopted:—<—

{ That the Boat Races commence of” the’ 15th of* Adgust,
nd continue the two following da#3,- to-take plucs this year

.bmud-ﬂanm“—g

| That there are TWO SILVER, CUPS for two classes
]:pf Boats.~~"The “first ‘class, 4l Luugh Erna Hoats, The
second class, all Lough Ernéd Bonts not exceeding 24 feet
fmm outside of Stern o otitside of Steth® Ports alef

~Boat¥ to.be the' property of :Subscribers: . .va;-* A g W

- Prizes’'will also be gived for Cot Race$. ., s bioa !
- .‘The regulations to, appear‘in full in the Em Paﬂﬂ nt‘l.t
’vmek, and in Hnndb:lla. e} iy b

There will be.a Ball at the Wh:ta Hnr.l:; gm !ﬂt }Sth.of
1August at which- the Committee: ,fur dir;;:t.mg ;ha Boat
!Rm will act u-Stewards. - & 2 e g
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Every Boat to be enterea in the name of the real owﬁéx‘,-
who must be a-Subscriber, : : ‘

No Bost to use any Sails which shall not dona Sfide Lelong
to her, ‘

No Boat to throw out nny B_a_llast_‘af'ter' starting, but may
tske in Rallast, |

Boats on the larboard tack (if necgssar.gr,) must give way to
those on the starboard, :

In going free, the foremost Boat may prevent another from
passing her to windward if she can; but Iust permit her to
pass to leeward with crossing her,

No Oars to;be used, except m case of runnmg aglound
and then ounly,as Poles, -

Should damage arise.from . Boats falling foul of each
othery it is to be paid by such ay transgress these rules.

- -



Rusclare, Start, Course, Finish

The hoats were anchoredinlinebetween Innisdony
and Rusclare shore, and, every thing being ready
about one o'clock, they started at the signal shot,
Lo sall round a bout stationed oﬁ' Gay Island| mak-
‘ng it circuit of about five miles, l/ie Lz’zznbc[/z

Rossclare Green — hilltop spectator view over whole race area
Start boats anchored in line — copied from horse racing

Stewarts — horse racing term - HQ on Inishdoney island

Finish marked by a POST BOAT - horse racing terminology

Rules written by William D’Arcy Irvine, Necarne Castle, Irvinestown
He also organised horse racing

Earliest surviving full set of published regatta documents?



241t Fleet 1822

The Llizabeth—John _,Trredeqnick, Ex.
"The Shamrock—dlajor Richardson. .
The I)rendnonght—James Storg, qu; e
:'The -Divr'fng Delle— Rev: Francis Saunderson, ™
‘The {bel FWhackets—James Saunderson, Esg.
The Tiue Bluc— General Archdalk .
The Anna Maria—Marquis of Ely, L
Tie Georgiana— Gerard Irvine, Esq. r |
The race was won by the Diving Belie, .s;fterls
contest, which lost somewhat Qf}ts J_merc:.r_bj' Aht
¢lnckneéss of the 'n_'_md. Ao . - -
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Two Notable 24ft Boats 1822

 Diving Belle —Was in 1819 Squadron
— Built at Castle Saunderson

e Able Whackets — second in 1822

— For sale at Crom in 1823, cutter rigged,
Oak built, DANTZIC boat

—“From her great beam is admirably
adapted for the lakes”

— Hal Sisk information on Dantzic boats



Imported and Visiting Boats

 Lady Erne, John Crichton, 1826 et al
— ‘Imported from Gravesend’ - Duffy

o Griper, Humphries Esq 1826
— beat ‘every boat of her size in Dublin Bay’ - Duffy

— Gripe in seaman’s language is the forefoot, timber at fore end of
the keel. Took a grip on the water and helped make to windward

« Shamrock, Major Richardson 1822.
— Built and raced on Lough Gill by her builder
— Walsh, Ship Carpenter, Quay Street, Sligo - Duffy
Ringsend (Dublin) also mentioned in other reports

Did Dublin Bay have an Edward Duffy?



Alexander Saunderson

Led 1819 Squadron from Castle Saunderson
Sandy’s Rock on Map and Admiralty Chart 1830s
Among first Members of Royal St George YC
Member, Royal Dublin Society (Scientific Body)

Westminister M.P. for Cavan

Designed and built sailing boats at Castle Saunderson from ¢.1818
Bluestocking — Mother & Aunt, White sisters, were Bluestockings
Fairy — ‘brought this science to its improved state, 1826’ - Duffy
Ideas on low drag hull design from John Scott Russell

Successor Edward Saunderson’s Witch in Hunts and Dixon Kemp



Later in the 1820s

More Rules —boat flags, Ballot for line place
Northern YC Regatta, Belfast Lough 1825
A Regatta on Lough Neagh

A Regatta at Killybegs

Must have been similar at Ringsend
Cork YC first regatta 1828

The Subscribers renamed Lough Erne YC
Erne Boat Races continued until today



Rossclare Today

1906 Fairy Keelboats, viewed and reported from Rossclare Green
2006 Fairy 100t Classic Boat Regatta - Joey & Caroline Kelly
They live on Inishdoney - the house that was 1820's Race HQ

Lough Erne YC is Ireland’s oldest yacht racing club



Conclusion - Why Lough Erne?

Strong culture of oar and sall

The Erne navigation — population 150,000.
Culture of competitive sport — with spectators
Rossclare Green — central viewpoint

Fermanagh wet hilly land poor for horse racing
The cutter rig — well suited to racing sport
One-design or similar for real sport

William D’Arcy Irvine — rules & race management
Alexander Saunderson — fast saliling boat builder
Edward Duffy, writer and campaigner

Similar settings and writers elsewhere?
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